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New York has always prided itself as being a city of opportunity for all of its residents,
particularly its immigrants who come here to make a better life. Yet nearly a decade after
the “higher standards” movement sought to increase the le vel of academic preparedness
in our schools, a comprehensive review of city high school graduation rates shows that
the vast majority of our African American and Latino high school students continue to be
relegated to the back of the educational and economic bus — with no strong signs of
moving up.

The Education Committee has recently obtained a detailed breakdown of New York City
public school graduation rates by race. The numbers should be a call to action for the
entire city. They indicate that far from overcoming education segregation, the New York
City school system is practicing it with a vengeance. The graduation data suggests our
African American and Latino children get a separate and fundamentally unequal
education.

Less than ten percent of African American and Latino children receive a Regents
diploma. This means that 9 out of 10 African American and Latino children are utterly
unprepared for college, and therefore condemned to a significantly inferior economic
status.

While to his credit, City Schools Chancellor Joel Klein recognized the injustice these
statistics reveal and made reference of them in various speeches, they have not been laid
before the public in all their ugly detail. New Yorkers have not had the opportunity to
explicitly confront the shame of these numbers and the moral obligations they entail.
Even more troubling, the State Education Department is poised to roll back some of the
standards intended to drive up student achievement, rather than lay all the cards on the
table and launch a wholesale effort to eradicate the profound social injustice these
Regents rates reveal.

This report is intended to arm New Yorkers with detailed information about the scope of
educational inequity, so that the public may better determine whether the Department of
Education’s solutions rise to the challenge presented by the data. The Education
Committee believes that the two reforms most commonly proposed to combat this






