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New York has alwaysprided itself as being a city of opportunityfor all of its residents,
particularlyits immigrantswho come here to make a better life. Yet nearly a decadeafter
the "higher standards"movementsoughtto increasethe Ievel of academicpreparedness
in our schools,a comprehensivereview of city high schoolgraduationrates showsthat
the vast majorityof our AfricanAmericanand Latinohigh school studentscontinueto be
relegatedto the back of the educationaland economicbus - with no strongsigns of
movingup.

The EducationCommitteehas recentlyobtaineda detailedbreakdownof New York City
public schoolgraduationrates by race. The numbersshouldbe a call to action for the
entirecity. They indicatethat far from overcomingeducationsegregation,the New York
City schoolsystem is practicingit with a vengeance.The graduationdata suggestsour
AfricanAmericanand Latino childrenget a separateand fundamentallyunequal
education.

Less than ten percent of AfricanAmericanand Latinochildrenreceive a Regents
diploma.This means that 9 out of 10AfricanAmericanand Latino childrenare utterly
unpreparedfor college,and thereforecondemnedto a significantlyinferioreconomic
status.

Whileto his credit,City SchoolsChancellorJoel Klein recognizedthe injusticethese
statisticsreveal and madereferenceof them in various speeches,they have not been laid
before the public in all their ugly detail.New Yorkershave not had the opportunityto
explicitlyconfront the shameof these numbersand the moral obligationsthey entail.
Even more troubling,the StateEducationDepartmentis poisedto roll back some of the
standardsintendedto drive up studentachievement,rather than lay all the cards on the
table and launcha wholesaleeffort to eradicatethe profound social injusticethese
Regentsrates reveal.

This report is intendedto armNew Yorkerswith detailed informationaboutthe scopeof
educationalinequity,so that the public may betterdeterminewhetherthe Departmentof
Education's solutionsrise to the challengepresentedby the data. The Education
Committeebelievesthat the two reformsmost commonlyproposedto combatthis




